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August  2014 

THIS MONTHõS PROGRAM WILL BE ON 

MONDAY  September 8, 2014  

¶ SOCIAL HOUR STARTING AT 6 :00PM.  

¶ PICNIC  AT 6:30 PM, CHAPTER HOUSE, 
ENTRANCE B, LAKE ELMO AIRPORT 
21D. 

¶ AT THE NEXT CHAPTER MEETING: 

This is a purely social meeting for eve-
ry member or potential member.  Bring 
friends and family!  

Other Events:  

¶ September 13, Young Eagles ñ9 to 11 
AM 

¶ Clubhouse Landscaping Clean Up  
September 13, 2014 (After the Young 
Eagles Flights)  

¶ October 13, 2014,  October Chapter 
Meeting  
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Flight Report by Dave Syverson  

Dale Seitzer   always has great ideas for neat trips to grass 

fields on a warm summer evening. So, When Dale called 

me up to ask about taking an evening flight   on June 23rd 

with two aircraft, his Sky Ranger and my Kitfox, the an-

swer had to be an emphatic YES!  

Of course, I had little or no information as to exactly where 

we were going or what the field looked like except that it 

was near Boyceville and belongs to Chip. By the way, alt-

hough Chip got the property a couple years or so ago with  

the grass strip, it doesn't have a hangar yet so Chip's plane 

is still located at 21D.  

So Dale is the leader and I keep my distance about 1/2 

mile   behind, to his left and at a slightly lower altitude for 

the trip out to Chip's place so we can keep an eye on each 

other's planes. Dale has prepared me a little by explaining 

the field is approximately 31 -13 and we will be landing 31 

in honor of the slight northerly wind. Dale also let me 

know that 31 has trees not too far south of the threshold; 

but, it doesn't matter anyway since the first 200 or 300 feet 
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A Return visit to Madeline Island, Wis. July 2014 by Dan Bergstrom  

Karen and I made a return visit to Madeline Island on Thursday, July 3, 2014. We have been 

going up to the island off and on since the 1970's.  Back then we flew a 1946 65 -hp Aeronca 

Chief that had a cruising speed of  83 mph on a good day with no wind.  Poor Karen endured 

over two hours of bumps and turbulence on the way up to the island and then even more 

bumps on the way home .  Our little Chief  did not have the power to climb up to the smooth 

air that waited for us just above the afternoon clouds.   

What a difference 40 years 

has made!   On the  July 3 

flight,  we flew up to Made-

line Island in our 150 hp 

Wittman Tailwind which 

cruises easily at 160 mph 

and has more than enough 

power to climb up to the 

smooth air.  That long ride of 

years ago now lasts just a 

few minutes over one hour.   

 After landing, we walked 

into town and rented a tan-

dem bicycle which cost us 

$65 for the  day.    Once we 

had our bike, we rode  6 

miles out to Big Bay State 

Park and went  hiking on the sand beach next to Lake Superior.  Then it was time to bike 

back into town for lunch which was followed by more biking.  By the end of the day  we had 

ridden over 30 miles on the bike.  (The owner  of the bike shop will give you a ride into town 

and back to the airport... if you rent bikes from him.)  

If biking is not for you, other activities on 

the island include golf,  sailing, swim-

ming, kayak and canoe rentals and fish-

ing from charter boats.  There is also a 

passenger / car ferry that sails to Bay-

field, Wisconsin every half hour for even  

more activities and shopping.  

Going home late that afternoon we 

climbed up to 12,500 feet  and got well 

above the cumulus clouds and the sum-

mer time bumpy air.    Karen slept most 

of the way home in cool comfort.  Flight is 

good with a Tailwind.  

Madeline Island is located 160 statute 
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miles from Lake Elmo on a True Course of 

038 degrees. The Madeline Island  airport 

( 4R5 )  is located on the southwest end of 

the island. The runway was repaved  

about 5 years ago and a much larger park-

ing ramp was added at the same time. 

The airport is  just over a mile from La 

Pointe, Wi which is the only town on the 

island.   

The flight to Madeline Island is a nice day 

trip from Lake Elmo with almost any light 

plane ....including a Chief.  I would sug-

gest that you plan your flight for a day 

when a High Pressure weather system is  

located over the island. This will give you 

light winds and blue skies.   Fly over early in the 

morning, spend the day  and then  plan a late af-

ternoon flight home back to Lake Elmo.  Fly high 

and avoid as much of the afternoon turbulence as 

possible. Your passengers will thank you....and 

will fly with you again.  

The Apostle Islands and Lake Superior.  

Dan 
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Young Eagle Pilots and Ground Crew Needed  Next Event is 9/13/14 ñ Contact Linda 

Amble, youngeagles@eaa54.org to volunteer  

Pilot Requirements ñ The Young Eagles pilot requirements are basic, but must be followed. To fly passengers in the EAA 

Young Eagles program, you must:  

¶ Be an EAA member  
¶ Hold an appropriate Airmanõs Certificate (sport pilot or greater) 
¶ Possess a current Medical Certificate (if applicable)  
¶ Be current to carry passengers in the aircraft you plan to use  
¶ Have a current biennial flight review  
¶ Complete the appropriate Young Eagles registration form before the flight, signed by you and each of your passen-

gers. A parent or legal guardian signature is required for all Young Eagles flights.  
¶ Conduct flights in an aircraft that is in airworthy condition  
¶ Have Aircraft Passenger Liability Insurance for the aircraft used (owned, rented, or borrowed)  
¶ Adhere to all applicable Federal Aviation Regulations  

HTTP://WWW.EAA54.ORG
mailto:youngeagles@eaa54.org


EAA CHAPTER 54 THE BEACON  4 HTTP://WWW.EAA54.ORG 

 

PAGE 4 CHAPTER 54 NEWS  

Chapter 54 Meeting Minutes  

By Bettie Seitzer, Chapter Secretary  

Members shared their observations and experiences at Oshkosh AirVenture 2014  
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