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August 2017  

NEXT MONTHõS PROGRAM WILL BE ON 

MONDAY  September 11, 2017  

¶ Picnic from 6:00 to 7:30 PM  

¶ Meeting: 7:30 PM  

¶ CHAPTER HOUSE, ENTRANCE B, 
LAKE ELMO AIRPORT 21D  

¶ Our Chapter Web site address: 
www.eaa54.org  
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AUGUST  2017  

Chapter 54 Pancake Breakfast  

Results ñ Great Success!550 Mea 

376 Adults, 23 Pilot In Command (Free), 99 Child, 

52 Child (Free) ñ Former Young Eagles and 

Farnsworth Student volunteers, 32 Airplanes 

My New Old Airplane  

by Paul Rankin  

 Cessna Aircraft Company had been build-

ing the tailwheel model 180s for several years.  

In 1956, they had the bright idea to take some 

180s off the 180 assembly line and move the little 

wheel to the front under the nose.  Rather than 

the more rugged utility mission, the intended 

market was business travel.  

 This new model was called the 182 Busi-

nessliner.  It had the utility and performance of 

the 180, but with the more gentlemanly traits of 

a tricycle gear configuration.  

 My father acquired a 1956 Cessna 182 in 

1973.It was in good shape, but was starting to 

show itõs age.  He did not do a restoration, but 

over time the plane was painted and upgraded 

bit by bit.I have flown his 182 many times over 

the years.  It flies well without any worries about 

high altitude performance.  

 I recently inherited my Dadõs Cessna 182.  

In June 2017, my daughter Katie, joined me for 

an exciting cross country flight to bring the 182 
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The 2017 edition of Lake Elmo Aviation Day is in the books.  As usual, a cast of 

characters made it all work.  This years goal was to showcase home field and 

homebuilt aircraft, I think we succeeded.  Thanks to the entire cast but need to call 

out specifically Dave Volker for leading the kitchen charge with Leif Erickson and 

Linda Amble handling essential paperwork and supply.I also want to thank Chap-

ter 237 for lending the pedal planes that kept some little ones occupied so effectively.  We have some 

feedback about the event I am putting together in an after action report for next year. Thanks to those al-

ready providing such, personally, in writing, or  in the August Meeting Recap. 

 

Before I go any further this month, I need to confirm here what I communicated in the August Meeting. I 

am not seeking another term as President of the chapter. I have been fascinated by the programs that 

have developed around the country where students, high school or college build airplanes, put them in a 

club and provide themselves an inexpensive platform to get a pilots licence. I see our area, and some re-

sources, possibly existing programs that could facilitate such a program and want to put my spare time 

into putting the pieces together. 

 

I do not want to completely disengage from the chapter, but given day job, family commitments etc have 

no way to see to this effort and maintain my role.   I would love to, for instance, help with events as I did 

before I was President. 

 

Another announcement to make is the results from the EAA Chapter Survey are in.  Thanks to everyone 

who participated.  I have the raw results, will be sharing them in an article next month. Two things stood 

out.  One people come for the programs and would like to see more food. 

 

For September, we plan to have our usual grill, followed by a program, and a full one at that.  This is simi-

lar to what two other local chapters have successfully done for a long time and EAA Chapter folks strongly 

suggest; meetings include food a pro-

gram and as little business as possible.  

We score fairly high on the last point, 

on the second and OK but not concur-

rent with other features on the first.  

This plan is tentative, particularly since I 

will not be at the September meeting 

and need to depend on others. Please 

let me know if you can help. 

 

I will be working with the rest of the 

board to locate a replacement for me, 

and with luck filling our open Secretary 

position at elections later this year. 

 

Jim 

 FROM THE FLIGHT  DECK   (PRESIDENTS REPORT)  

J IM PEARSALL  
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 from Los Angeles to Lake Elmo.  The plan was not to fly straight home, but rather to do some 

sightseeing along the way.  

 The loading and preparations took longer than expected to fit our suitcases & lots of 

books & papers from my parentõs house.  We had both the baggage bin and the back seat full. 

 The trip started from KWHP, Whiteman Airport, 3 miles north of Burbank.The destina-

tion airport was L06, Furnace Creek, Death Valley. To get there, we first headed to KMHV, 

Mojave, CA.  

 Unfortunately at Mojave, we did not see any activity on the Scaled Composite ramp.  

 

Threading our way through the restricted areas around China Lake & Edwards AFB we found 

Death Valley.  

At first glance, Death Valley seems lifeless, but in reality, Death Valley actually has many 

plants & animals.  

When we visited Death Valley by car in 2005, the Park Rangers said that no one has actually 

died in Death Valley.  
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 Irrigation helps immensely, as can be seen at Furnace Creek.  

 

The Furnace Creek airport has a nice runway and a large ramp, but no fuel is available.  

It is the lowest altitude airport in the USA, elevation minus 210õ msl. 
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