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THE NEXT PROGRAM WILL BE ON  MONDAY    

February 10, 2014  

¶ Regular Monthly Meeting  

¶ 7:00 PM, CHAPTER HOUSE, 
ENTRANCE B, LAKE ELMO AIRPORT 
21D.  
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BRS System Overview by Bettie Seitzer  

Boris has spoken many times at Oskosh and Lakeland; 

and has been active with the EAA community in the twin 

cities.  It would be tough to find a pilot who did not know 

about BRS chutes!  

308 lives save through deployment of chutes in flight; 

there are 28,000 systems currently installed in planes all 

over the world.  BRS was founded in 1979. In 1977 Boris     

experienced a boat drawn hang glider accident that lead to 

his motivation to develop a parachute that could save a 

pilot.  He started with hang gliders and ultralights, and 

then moved to larger planes.  Now there are military and 

commercial planes with these systems installed.  

One out of every 125 systems sold gets deployed every 

year!  Cirrus planes have followed this same pattern ð one 

out of every 125!  

Upcoming Events  

May Young Eagles   May 10 or 12, 2014  

RV Lake Elmo Airport Fly In  TBD  

Ground School Begins  February 6, 2014  

Just a quick reminder to all our members that Chap-

ter 54 is sponsoring a Private/Sport Pilot Ground 

School again this year. Information about the course, 

including a course schedule and printable flyer, is 

available on the chapter website.  

If you know of anyone that may be interested, please 

encourage him/her to check out our website. Or, they 

are welcome to contact me at education@eaa54.org. 

We have a very qualified, experienced, and dedicated 

faculty that will do their best to prepare them for the 

FAA knowledge exam.  

Prospective students can  register online at our web-

site, www.eaa54.org.  
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The Class B Airspace around Minneapolis will change on January 9, 2014  

The changes are in the outer most ring from 20 to 30 miles from MSP. Radials have changed to account for dec-

lination changes and new sectors have been defined to help keep air carrier traffic landing at MSP in the Class 

B Airspace. The Minneapolis Terminal Area Chart has the most complete information on the airspace. Please 

purchase one to carry with you if you fly in the Minneapolis area. All aircraft need clearance from ATC to oper-

ate in Class B Airspace. Learn more and see a depiction of the new Class B Airspace.  
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FROM THE FLIGHT  DECK   (PRESIDENTS REPORT)  

BY  J IM PEARSALL , CHAPTER  PRESIDENT  

 

 

I love our bio section of our newsletter and in the same spirit of getting to know one another I want to take this oppor-

tunity of my first report to provide a bit of introduction.  

I began my deliberate contact with aviation with the Dakota County Library Bookmobile in Apple Valley where I grew 

up where my friend Ben Pirie and I would go and get all the Aviation Week and Space Technology we could  put hands 

on until the librarian cut us off, recommending that publication was not suitable for eleven year olds.  Between that 

and movies, most notably in my memory, The Spirit of St Louis I was hooked.  

Around 1970, I was lucky enough to be within a bike ride of Southport Airport.  I recall riding down there and looking 

at these curious parasol monoplanes flying and in various states of construction.   These for course were Pietenopls as I 

would figure out on my first trip to Oshkosh in 1982.  

In the early 80õs , I was spending my working hours fueling heavies to Cessna  207õs,  handling freight and catering for 

Page AVjet at MSP.  I recall back at that time, the general public was not yet trusted on the flight line at OSH, you 

needed credentials.  For me that was not yet my pilot ticket but my IAMAW Union card as it would be awhile before I 

had anything else that qualified.   Fortunately for me, it was not long before that requirement was relaxed.  

From the early 80õs near perfect attendance to OSH, marred only by a wedding and arrival of an adopted child, and 

occasionally attending a chapter meeting with my nearby EAA Chapter 25, kept my interest in aviation going.   This 

brings me to recent history, my introduction to Chapter 54.    

As many of you know, I began my effort to gaining PIC privileges in a Chapter 54 Ground school.   Five years ago this 

month after passing my Sport Pilot written, thanks to the fine ground school, and the stick time, solo guided by CFII 

Scot Johnson, I passed my Sport Pilot check ride in a Flight Design CT.   Eighteen months later, I followed up with a 

Tail wheel Endorsement in a Sport Cub down at Stanton.  

I needed to secure an airplane.  Building would need to wait, at least if I had any chance of flying too with my families 

schedule.  My original intention was to secure a share or whole of a Light Sport conforming classic.  Problem was I did 

not fit, even after losing considerable girth from my pre -flying lack of trim nor would most of the people I know go into 

the passenger seat of one.  I went back to the drawing board, eventually settling on my Pipistrel Alpha N119JP of 

which I will fill the time available with telling you all about.  

There is a brief story of how I got here.  I look forward to hearing more about the stores you have to tell. I also antici-

pate my helping create an environment to bring in others outside our chapter to share with us and provide education 

about sport aviation and to introduce young people to flying for fun through Young Eagles or our peers in  our daily 

contacts and  chapter events.  

I am excited about what we have planned for this year, the return of the Ground School I benefited from, the new ener-

gy our new board members bring to build on the work done by her predecessors, playing a bigger role in helping Chap-

ter 54 grow throughout the next couple years.  

Left: Paul Hove 

and Jeff Hove 

at Airventure 

2013. 

Right: Marlon 

Gunderson at 

Airventure 

2013 with his 

airplane.  
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Pilots Lounge  

AERO SKIS, MODEL 1800 Å $1,250 Å FOR 

SALE Å Package deal, $1250. Aero Ski Model 1800 and 
ski dolly's for aircraft with gross wt. to 2000 pounds . Rig-

ging for Spezio Tuholer w/ Taylorcraft axle adapter. Excel-

lent condition, no damage history. Will not separate, no 

over seas sales, CASH only. Possible delivery within 200 

miles of St. Paul, MN. Å Contact Danny Bergstrom, Owner 

- located Stillwater, MN USA Å Telephone: 651-439-0944 Å  

Tailwinds Flying Club Welcomes New Members  
Tailwinds  Flying Partnership  is based at Lake Elmo airport, 21D, in Lake Elmo, MN. We 

are a non-profit corporation of 38 pilots who equally own three aircraft. Our goal and philoso-

phy are to fly great airplanes inexpensively. We strive for consistency in equipment among 

our three airplanes.  We currently have a Cirrus SR20, Archer II and a Cherokee Six.  
To inquire about membership, please send an e-mail to Mark  or call 651 -982-275. 

Visit us at www.tailwinds21d.org  to learn more.  

TAX DEDUCTIONS  Did you know that you may be allowed a federal and state income tax deduction for expens-

es incurred when volunteering at EAA headquarters? Expenses like transportation (including automobile mileage 

expense), lodging, and meals that you incur in connection with volunteer services performed on behalf of EAA may 

be fully or partially deductible as a charitable contribution on your personal income tax returns. To determine if 

you are allowed to deduct your expenses, EAA suggests that you consult with a qualified tax professional and re-

view this memorandum , which has been drafted by EAA legal counsel.  Locally we can take a nonprofit volunteer 

deduction for Aviation Day planning and service, Young Eagles and working on the Chapter house.  

Welcome to new 

members 
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