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July  2013 

THE NEXT PROGRAM WILL BE ON  MONDAY    

August 12, 2013  

¶ Regular Monthly Meeting  

¶ 7:00 PM, CHAPTER HOUSE, 
ENTRANCE B, LAKE ELMO AIRPORT 
21D.  

 

2013 EAA Chapter 54 Aviation Day 

is August 11, 2013  

Tell your friends and invite them to 

our pancake breakfast.  

This is our primary fundraiser to 

support or educational and avia-

tion support programs  
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     JULY 2013  

Air Academy Attendee Says, òThanks!ó 
Seth Bestel, Air Academy participant, spoke at the 

last club meeting and explained what he liked about 

the 5 days spent at Oshkosh.  In the photo below, 

Seth proudly displays wing ribs he built during the 

Air Academy.   

He enjoyed the missions on the flight simulator.  His 

favorite mission was to take off from St Louis airport, 

fly through the Arch and land.  He attended ground 

school and toured the Museum.   

Remember: Next Young Eagles is August 

10, 2013, 9:00 AM.  Always looking for 

Ground Crew and Pilots to help make it a 

fun and safe event for the children and 

their parents.  

HTTP://WWW.EAA54.ORG


EAA CHAPTER 54 THE BEACON  2 HTTP://WWW.EAA54.ORG 

 

All the kids participated in two challenges: protecting an egg in a drop and home ñmade bottle rock-

ets.  There were 5 days of aviation activities ñ they built gliders and had a contest to see who flew 

the farthest.  

Seth also narrated his photos of the weekõs events.   In that session there were 55 youth and all boys 

except for 3 girls.   

Everyone received flight instruction in the Cessna Skycatcher and a helicopter ride.  He expressed a 

heartfelt òThank Youó for giving him a scholarship to the Air Academy. 

PAGE 2 CHAPTER 54 NEWS  

We had a full house for the July regular Chapter meeting ñ here the clubhouse is bathed in the sunset sunshine  

Aerobatic Electric Airplane  

LE BOURGET, France ñ The Airbus A380 is 

among the biggest stars here at the Paris Air 

Show, but no less impressive is the sleek electric 

aerobatic trainer that is its distant cousin.  

The E-Fan is the brainchild of Didier Esteyne, an 

engineer and pilot with a knack for electric air-

craft. Two years ago he unveiled an electric version 

of the diminutive Cri -Cri , which made its debut 

here last year. Esteyne worked with EADS ñ cor-

porate parent to Airbus ñ on the Cri -Cri, and the 

two decided to team up again on what became the 

E-Fan.  

Its most unusual aspect is the ducted fan propulsion. Rather than use a traditional propeller driven by an electric 

motor  like other electric airplanes  weõve seen (and flown ), Esteyne uses a pair of motors with ducted fans ñ es-

sentially small propellers within a cowling.  

òThe idea was to have a little motor, with the good thrust,ó Esteyne said, standing next to his airplane. The ar-

rangement allows him to get sufficient thrust for flight using much less power than typically found in a two -

seater of this size.  The upside to that is, of course, the ability to use a smaller battery pack, thereby saving 

weight ñ and money.  

òThe E-Fan has a wingspan of just over 31 feet and a maximum weight of 1,212 pounds. Juice is stored in a pair 

of 250 volt, 40 amp -hour multi -cell lithium ion battery packs in each wing root. Esteyne says the current setup 

provides an hourõs flying at about 110 mph. To maximize flight time, one main landing gear wheel has a small 

electric motor that can propel the airplane up to 35 mph, which is more efficient than using thrust to taxi.  
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