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NEXT MONTHõS PROGRAM WILL BE ON 

MONDAY  October 12, 2015  

¶ Come at 7:00 pm and socialize.  

¶ CHAPTER HOUSE, ENTRANCE B, 
LAKE ELMO AIRPORT 21D.  

¶ Our Chapter Web site address: 
www.eaa54.org  
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Minnesota History/Geology Sky Tour 

Dave & Diane Syverson, Kitfox 7  

One of the neat things about flying is the ability to see 

stuff from the air in a whole new perspective compared 

to our terrestrial travels.  The idea of reincarnating trav-

els we have taken in the past via automobile to aerial 

tours we have found to be inspiring...oh heck!...just a 

whole lot of fun! 

Most recently we decided to take a trip by air starting at 

Lake Elmo, tracing the Minnesota river back to it's 

source where a divide splits the flow of a water to either 

the Gulf of Mexico or Hudson's Bay, depending on 

which side of the divide a drop of water happens to fall 

on. Of course, that will leave us out by Sisseton South 

Dakota in sight of Buffalo Ridge and we should also be 

able to find some welcoming grass strips and camp out 

on the prairie before finding our way along a more nor-

therly route back to 21D. All told a bit over 6 hours of 

interesting flying and looking out the window over a 

route we previously investigated by car. 

So much of the 19th century history of our state, includ-

ing the conflicts between the native American culture 

and the settlers can be touched and observed along the 

Upcoming Events  

1. Next Meeting ñ  Speaker Al Ekce, 

builder of a replica òLittle Dipperó an all 

metal, single seat, post WWI airplane 

produced by Lockheed.  

2. Next Young Eagles Event ñ October 

10, 2015.  We have had several nice days 

and one cancelled Young Eagles event 

this year so far and this is our last for-

mal event.   
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course of the Minnesota River particularly between New Ulm and Montevideo. The 50 mile stretch be-

tween Historic Fort Ridgley just west of New Ulm and the town of Granite Falls to the northwest was the 

epicenter of the conflict 

between the settlers and 

native Americans which 

boiled over into the major 

conflict in the 1860's. 

Many cemeteries in this 

section of the river valley 

spell out the history of what 

occurred. 

The river, in its very sinu-

ous structure of oxbows, runs some where between 300 and 400 miles in length. In flying over the region it 

is clear  the valley is upwards of 200 plus feet deep and 2 plus miles wide in places, not because of the 

Minnesota River but because of  what happened at the end of the last ice age. Many places along the Min-

nesota river west of New Ulm are 

punctuated with exposures of 

granite known to be some of the 

oldest rock outcroppings in Min-

nesota; and, a person flying over 

this can't help but ask how this got 

to be. The granite exposures 

would not be visible were it not 

for the creation of the Glacial riv-

er Warren which in part, drained 

the great glacial lake Agassiz be-

tween 9,000 and 11,000 years ago and created the big valley which the much smaller Minnesota river now 

meanders through. 

The foundation ruins in the photo would not be there were it not for the exposed  granite which was used to 

build this first masonry house in this part of Minnesota. The house was built in the 1860's by Joseph 

Brown, a large figure in Minnesota history for who Brown County and the town of Brown's Valley are 

named. Joseph Brown was the Federal Indian agent for the area and responsible for the establishment of 
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the reservations and subsequent constriction of the 

reservations. Brown's family lived in the house for 

three months before it was burned. From the air is it 

easy to find many deserted granite quarries, like the 

one in the next photo, of various sizes which have 

been used over the years for building materials. 

The farm operation in the next photo is about one 

mile west of the Brown House ruins and is a three 

generation family seed corn production operation 

owned by the Enestvedt family. Currently known as 

ñEnestvedt's Hybridsò,   the operation was function 

many years before anyone even knew what ñhybrid 

cornò was...back in the days when the University of 

Minnesota corn breeding program produced successive non-hybrid corn stock known as the Minnesota Se-

ries.....Minnesota 1 through Minnesota 

13 varieties  to be exact. Enestvedt's is 

one of the few producers who multiplied 

these varieties of seed stocks for use by 

farmers in Minnesota. The final non-

hybrid Minnesota 13 was the coveted 

variety used by Bootleggers, particularly 

in Stearns county to the northeast, during 

and likely some years following prohibi-

tion to make Minnesota's version of 

white lightening. 

A little further up the river  towards the 

town of Granite Falls is the Upper Sioux Agency State Park which includes the building in the photo plus 

remnants of the foundations of the many of buildings of the original agency which was the administration cen-

ter for the reservations established in the 1800's.  

The State Park System has preserved the sites for 

historical reasons and study. 

As we get out to the extreme west of our trip, the 

town of brown's Valley appears. Take a look at the 

two bodies of water. The water to the right side of 

the photo is destined to flow down the Minnesota 

river into the Mississippi river on its way to the 

Gulf of Mexico. The water to the left of the photo 

is heading up the Boise de Sioux and Red River of 

the north through Fargo and Grand forks on its 

way to Winnipeg Canada and on to Hudson's bay. 
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